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A good move for chess kids
Elana Geist

Promising Ilembe chess players will compete in the 
South African Junior Chess Championships in Jan-
uary 2015, thanks to a kind donation. 

Generous contributions from business members 
of  the Ilembe Chamber of Commerce, made it pos-
sible for the Ilembe Chess Association to send their 
most promising, underprivileged chess players from 
Maphumulo to the championships. 

Whirlpool donated a chest freezer which was raf-
fled off during the Chamber’s end of year business 
lunch and Alton Scharneck from Avis Rent A Car 
was the lucky winner. 

The money raised through the raffle was doubled 
by a chess challenge between Natalie Wocke from 
Roberts and Chaplin Accounting and Gerhard 
Breedt from Gerhard Architects - the winner will 
remain anonymous! 

Deirdre Hulett, Ashton’s Group IT/Branding 
manager, who assisted with the fund raising, 
thanked Ilembe based businesses for supporting 
their local chess players.

“Besides the opportunity to play chess against 
other provincial teams, the children will be gaining 
so many life skills by being given the opportunity to 
go to the nationals. 

We have managers and coaches accompanying 

the team, but really needed the financial support,” 
she said.

The selected players will represent KZN at the 
Championships in Kimberley from January 2 to 8 
next year. 

Deirdre Hulett and Claire Phillips are watching 
Gerhard Breedt and Natalie Wocke at the chess 
board.

Sboniso Dlamini

Imagine you have 370 hectares of land but no way 
to make it profitable.

That was the situation that Makhosikhosi Com-
munal Property Trust was facing until they signed a 
lease agreement with Tongaat Hulett in 2013.

The two organisations celebrated the success of 
their partnership on Wednesday December 17 at the 
Makhosikhosi Farm in Upper Tongaat.

Already 275 hectors of sugar cane has been 
planted and 42 permanent jobs have been created.

“I was one of those who did not like the lease 
agreement when it was signed but today I say thank 
you to Huletts for helping us. We got this land while 
we had no money. I hope we will never have to part 
ways,” said chairperson of Makhosikhosi Commu-

nal Property Trust, Virginia Gumede.
The leased areas are along the R614 regional 

route. It was mutually agreed that Tongaat Hulett 
would utilise its expertise and resources to revive 
the farms.

Tongaat Hulett executive director Steve Saunders 
said they trying to show that land reform can work 
in this country and what they have started here they 
would like to expand to other areas.

“This is just a first step of a long journey we are 
prepared to take with this community. We do not 
own this land but we help to manage it,” said Saun-
ders.

The trust also received a car from Tongaat Hulett. 
The construction of their offices will commence 
next year.

Members of the Makhosikhosi Trust: Zibuse Buthelezi, Philip Gumede, Noluthando Khowane, 
Albert Mpunzana, Thandekile Gumede and Melusi Gumede. 

Tongaat Hulett partners with 
land owners

Living the good life
Elana Geist

These two goats were spotted chilling at the Flag 
Animal Farm Coffee Shop recently. 

We asked our Courier Facebook followers to 
provide a caption and among the best answers 
were, ‘Billy was a friend of mine...until he called 
me the black sheep.’ (The Grandstand Sports Bar 
and Grill), ‘Want some goats milk to go with that 
coffee?’ (Gezel Bedwell) and ‘Coffee to GO AT 
Flag Animal Farm’ (Ellen Savides).

Savour a delectable meal at one of our fi ve-star restaurants while the kids enjoy 
their own dining experience in the premier Marula Ballroom. Dinner guests receive 
complimentary access to the New Year’s Eve party in OSA Restaurant.

R1 050 per personR950 per person 
For further information kindly contact our Dining Concierge Desk. Tel: + 27 (0)32 538 5000  

zim.dining@fairmont.com fairmont.com/zimbali-resort or fairmont.com/zimbali-lodge

*Kids dining experience in Marula Ballroom at R250 per child att
ic 
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Celebrate New Year’s Eve in style this year! 


